September 10, 2017

From the Rector’s desk…

Happy Birthday Emmaus!
Hard to believe it, I know, but Emmaus is now one
year old! Reflecting on the past twelve months, I think
it’s fair to say that none of us could have anticipated the
journey that God had in store for us in our first year.
While there were some bumps along the road, there is
much for us to celebrate! Let’s take a quick peek down
memory lane for a moment…
Emmaus explored what it means to live into the call to
be light unto the world, getting involved in the wider
community. At the end of January, after a tragic
shooting in a Quebec City Mosque, residents of Sault
Ste. Marie were expressing the desire to gather together
in solidarity and support with the Sault’s Muslim
community. With the help of friends in the city, the call
to gather for a Candlelight Vigil for Peace was put out.
With only 24hrs notice about 200 people stood in
solidarity in front of the courthouse, where candles were
lit, messages of hope and solidarity shared, and
friendships were made.
On Valentine’s Day, members from Emmaus gathered
with many in front of the courthouse once more, this
time to mourn and remember the thousands of murdered
and missing Indigenous women and girls in Canada.
Later in February, a team from Emmaus participated
in the Coldest Night of the Year, helping to raise
awareness and funds for the hungry, homeless and
hurting among us.
Last December a small group went door-to-door
Christmas Caroling. We met many of our neighbours

December 2016
We had a blast Christmas Caroling in the area around
Emmaus and meeting our neighbours! The hot
chocolate, cookies and conversation afterward were
pretty fun too!

Worship @ Emmaus
Sundays @ 8:30 a.m.
Traditional Holy Communion (BCP)
Sundays @ 10:30 a.m.
Communion Celebration (BAS)
Wednesdays @ 9:00 a.m.
Holy Communion (BCP)

during that time who were surprised to see us,
welcomed the festive caroling and were very shocked
to hear we weren’t out collecting money! Afterward,
reflecting on the evening over hot chocolate, some of
the younger members of Emmaus who had
participated were curious why some of our
neighbours ‘didn’t get that we just wanted to sing for
them and be nice and wanted to give us money.’ A
great conversation about the importance of freely
extending God’s love to others as it has been freely
given to us, ensued. The kids connected to Emmaus
are pretty incredible!
Speaking of the Emmaus kids, five of our youth
sought out Confirmation in our first year! We were
so thrilled at the level of engagement in preparation
for confirmation by Bryson, Heather, Tamika, Logan
and William. I know that for those able to attend, a
highlight was hiking up Robertson Cliff and
celebrating the Eucharist at the top! Plus, their
Service of Confirmation resulted in our first piece of
art for Emmaus Anglican church – check out the
stones in the shape of a cross with a heart around it in
the narthex (thanks Bishop Anne for inspiring this
piece)!

February 2017 (above) The small but mighty Emmaus
Team as they prepare to participate in the Coldest Night
of the Year!
May 2017 (below) Emmaus Anglican’s confirmands!

In July, we had a fantastic Vacation Bible School,
with kids from Emmaus and the wider city
participating. Many of our youth came out as well,
helping with crafts, games, music and in the kitchen.
The theme this year was Hero Central – being
Superheroes for God, and many of our adult
volunteers showed up decked out in superhero attire!
What fun!
I ask that we all continue to keep the children and
youth of Emmaus in prayer, supporting and
encouraging them, listening to them and engaging
with them, as we all walk together in faith!
continued…

February 2017 (left) Close to 200 people gather to show solidarity with the Sault’s Muslim community.
(right) Participating in this year’s march for missing and murdered Indigenous women.
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Worship, of course, is integral to who we are
in Christ. We gather to pray together, to seek
God together, to break bread together week in
and week out. As Emmaus, there have been
changes in the way we ‘do’ worship… and this
has taken some getting used to. However we
recognize that worship is an action that we
participate in and that we are shaped and formed
by our practice of meeting at Jesus’ table – our
identity rooted in the Body of Christ broken for
the sake of the world. This truth enables us to
embrace subtle changes that live into the gift of
our liturgical tradition and seek to share the
expression of Christ’s love through worship with
all who gather at Emmaus. We pray for God’s
direction as we continually endeavor to engage in
authentic worship together.
One of the biggest changes for Emmaus in its
first year though, is the change in leadership. At
the end of April, Rev. Patrick announced that he
and his family would be leaving in early July for
Toronto, where Patrick+ would take up the role
as Rector of All Saints’ Kingsway. This was
unexpected for Emmaus, as part of the initial
vision for the parish was a team ministry model.
After a special Vestry meeting at Emmaus
where the consensus was to seek an appointment
of a new Rector from the Bishop as opposed to
forming a Concurrence Committee, Bishop Anne
appointed me as full-time incumbent of Emmaus.

July 2017
Vacation Bible School was a blast!
Central!

The theme – Hero

Today, as we celebrate our first anniversary,
we also mark this change in leadership, and
celebrate as we continue in ministry together
asking God’s blessing upon our new relationship.
I want you all to know that Jeremy, Logan and I
couldn’t be more pleased to continue together as
Emmaus Anglican Church!
Words cannot
express my gratitude to serve as your Incumbent.
While serving in this capacity at Emmaus is
still new, the conversations I’ve had with many
of you leave me encouraged for the future of this
parish. I believe that God is with us, that God is
guiding us, and that God is encouraging us to live
even more deeply into our lives as disciples. And
so, let us continue to journey in Christ,
remembering that we have been blessed to be a
blessing!
Yours in Christ,
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Community Partnerships

Our logo was inspired by the
Emmaus road story found in Luke’s
Gospel account (Luke 24:13-35).
The wheat represents the bread that
was broken with the travelers on the
road to Emmaus, which is when they
recognized that their unexpected
traveling companion who joined them
on their way was actually the
resurrected Jesus!
The circle represents that we are all
bound together as the church – the
body of Christ, through the Eucharist,
where we are fed with the bread of
heaven, Christ’s body broken for us.

On the last Thursday of each month Emmaus hosts
Community Kitchen, a program run in cooperation with
the Red Cross, where people from the wider community
gather, cook together and get to know one another. All
you need to bring to participate is $5.00 to cover the cost
of ingredients and empty containers to bring home a
portion of the meal prepared that evening. No previous
cooking experience necessary, just the willingness to learn
and help out with prep and clean up. If you’re interested in
coming out please talk to Rev. Pam as registration is
required the Tuesday prior to gathering.
The Community Garden has had another fruitful growing
season! The garden has been expanded this year, thanks
to donations from within the wider community. Also this
past summer various groups volunteered in the upkeep of
the garden grounds and the building of the new beds. As
the garden continues to grow (pun intended) a steering
committee has been established to help keep everything
organized. Committee members are: Rita Kokis, Kelly
Burton, Sylvia Pettenuzzo, Don McGorman, Ursula Schleen
and Rev. Pam Rayment.

Stay Connected
If you would like to register to receive
email updates from our website, add
your email address to the list in the
narthex, sign up from the website directly
or email us and let us know you’d like us
to sign you up. Once entered into the
system, you will receive an email to
confirm your subscription. This is a great
way to stay informed as we continue to
utilize our website more and more. Also,
if you’re on Facebook, be sure to follow
our page, Emmaus Anglican Church.

Emmaus Leadership Team
Rev. Pamela Rayment – Rector
Alison Weir – Rectors Warden
Barbara Sherwood – Peoples Warden
Micheline Lablance – Deputy Warden
Sylvia Sherwood – Treasurer
Board Members
Nancy Cardiff
Dan Fritz
Joy Kaldma
Deborah Kalinowski Mary McDonald
Judy Pratt
David Taylor
Phyllis Walls
Bruce Yendell

1643 Wellington St. East
Sault Ste. Marie, ON P6A 2R8
705-759-2545

Office hours: M-F 9:00am-12:00pm
We make every effort to keep scheduled office
hours, however due to the nature of the work
of the church, there are times when this is not
possible. Thank you for understanding.

emmausanglicanssm@gmail.com
www.emmausanglicanssm.com
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