JANUARY 2018
Happy New Year!
…but first, let’s recap Advent and Christmas at Emmaus.
Sunday’s throughout Advent we spent time in reflection around the themes of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love as we lit
the candles of the Advent wreath and ‘prepared the way for the Lord!’

Part of the reflection involved an invitation to share our thoughts by writing on stars that were added to a mural that
represented the night sky.
I was thrilled at the participation in this activity and loved reading the responses so much that I wanted to capture
them and share their essence with you all… so I created ‘word clouds’ for each
of the weeks!
I love how these images (see the next two pages) illustrate the reflections of so many from Emmaus and I especially
love the theme of relationship woven throughout. There is also a sense of wonder and a desire to connect with one
another and with those who live in this community depicted in these reflections.
Above all else, there is a clear sense that God is at the heart of who we are and that all of our hope, peace, joy and
love is rooted in Christ.

Worship @ Emmaus

Sundays
@ 8:30 a.m. Traditional Holy Communion (BCP)
Sundays
@ 10:30 a.m. Communion Celebration (BAS)
Wednesdays @ 9:00 a.m. Holy Communion (BCP)

Roger was so amazed and happy to win a gift at the Vincent
Place Christmas dinner that he asked us to take his picture!

During the weeks leading up to Christmas, Emmaus
was out in the community helping to share Christ’s love
in action, namely with the Vincent Place Christmas
Dinner and the Christmas Cheer Depot.
What was most encouraging was the interaction and
commitment of those who planned, organized and
encouraged participation, along with the interaction
with those met at each event.
When we finally arrived at Christmas, thankfully the
full day on December 24th – Advent IV in the morning
and Christmas Eve celebrations in the evening – didn’t
keep us from worshipping fully in the beauty of
holiness! A fun-filled 7pm service, complete with the ringing of bells, followed by a traditional candlelight service
at 11pm saw family, friends and visitors gathering together to receive God’s love given to us in Jesus. A snowy
Christmas morning brought out a few brave souls for a laid-back Celebration of the Eucharist, followed by coffee,
hot chocolate and treats! Thanks to all who gave of their talent and time to make Christmas a special time at
Emmaus!

WELCOME 2018!
We began 2018 in style as we celebrated the baptism of one of our
younger members of Emmaus our first Sunday of the year as we
began the season of Epiphany. What a hope-filled way to ring in a
new year!
Speaking of hope-filled… we’re beginning to prepare for our
second Annual Vestry Meeting, which will take place after the
10:30 a.m. service on Sunday, February 18th. At this meeting we
will be holding elections for People’s Warden, Deputy Warden and
Advisory Board Members at Large. If you are interested in letting
your name stand, would like to make a nomination, or would like
more information, please speak to either Mary McDonald or Judy
Pratt who are functioning as our Nominating Committee. I ask that
you please pray for the entire congregation of Emmaus, the
Wardens, Advisory Board, Treasurer and your Rector in the weeks
leading up to this meeting, that we are keenly aware of the work of
the Spirit in this church, heeding Christ’s command to love God
and neighbour.

@ Emmaus
Rev. Pamela Rayment – Rector
Alison Weir – Rectors Warden
Barbara Sherwood – Peoples Warden
Micheline LaBlance – Deputy Warden
Music Ministry Associate – Tasha Filice
Parish Administrator – Mary McDonald
Sylvia Sherwood – Treasurer
Advisory Board Members
Nancy Cardiff, Dan Fritz, Joy Kaldma,
Deborah Kalinowski, Mary McDonald,
Judy Pratt, David Taylor, Phyllis Walls,
Bruce Yendell

I look forward to this year together and am excited to see the plans that God has for us!
In Christ,
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